Why should I make my publications open access?
While most researchers are aware of the OA movement by now, there continue to be many misconceptions regarding it, as well as a lack of awareness as to the importance of OA to their own research careers. Below are some resources that provide an introduction to the movement and compelling reasons to make your publications OA.
• Open Access. This very concise and readable book is by Peter Suber, widely acknowledged to be the "de factor leader" of the open access movement and an expert on the subject. He is currently the Director of the Office for Scholarly Communication at Harvard. Suber wrote this little book specifically for busy people like researchers and administrators -those that need to know about OA but are too busy to sift through the copious amounts of literature on the topic. I particularly recommend Chapter Two where Suber provides an inventory of 15 problems with the current system of scholarly communication, and how OA has the potential to solve them! This book is, fittingly, openly available online in various formats (ePUB, Mobi, PDF, HTML 
Author rights and addenda
Authors and content creators are the copyright holders of their works unless and until they sign over these rights to a publisher. When faced with a copyright transfer agreement authors can propose modifications of the terms to the publisher thereby retaining some rights that are important to them.
• Creative Commons License Chooser. Even if you are not seeking to publish your work in a traditional journal you are still automatically the copyright holder of an "all rights reserved" license as the creator of the document. If you want to post your work online, and enable its reuse according to parameters of your choosing, then try the Creative Commons License Chooser. Creative Commons (CC) is a non-profit organization that facilitates sharing of knowledge and creativity through their free legal tools. CC licenses are standardized and widely used throughout the world. The CC License Chooser will guide you through the process of selecting the license that is right for your needs. Access: http://creativecommons.org/choose/ • Scholar's Copyright Addendum Engine. Science Commons, a former project of Creative Commons, produced this nifty addendum generator. Addenda are legal forms that authors can attach to publisher's copyright tranfer agreements in order to modify them and retain certain rights. Insert the details of your manuscript into the online form, select the "Agreement Type" of your choosing, and the Addendum Engine generates a one-page legal document for you to sign.
This tool is more flexible than the SPARC Author Addendum (discussed next) since it offers several options to the author related to re-use rights and timeline for access. Access: http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/
• SPARC Guide to Author Rights/SPARC Author Addendum. This guide, created by the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), is a clear and concise introduction to the topic of author rights. It is also available as a colorful brochure in PDF format (link appears in the webpage listed). Additionally, the guide links to the SPARC Author Addendum 2 -a legal form that authors can print out and fill in by hand. Access: http://www.sparc.arl.org/resources/authors/addendum Taking the Gold Road: Open access journals There are two main routes to open access: the "Gold" and the "Green" roads. The Gold Road refers to publishing in an OA outlet. Many OA journals are new and you may not yet be aware of them or confident about their quality.
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ). To find a Gold OA journal in your field the best place to start is at the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ). The DOAJ has been in existence for a decade now and is a well-known and reputable quality-controlled list of OA journals. In order to be included in this directory journals must be OA without an embargo, be scholarly in content, and exercise peer-review or editor/editorial board quality control (among other criteria)
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. The directory may be searched or browsed by subject, country, license, or publication charges. This is not an exhaustive list since additions need to be suggested, but it is the most comprehensive free 4 listing of OA journals available. Libraries can support the ongoing work of the DOAJ by registering for a membership. Access: http://www.doaj.org/
• Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA). Another way to assess the quality of an unfamiliar OA publisher is by checking to see if they belong to the Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA). OASPA advocates and promotes Gold OA publishing on behalf of its members. It is in their interest to ensure high standards in this industry. Members of OASPA are expected to adhere to a Professional Code of Conduct that would exclude any disreputable publishers. Access: http://oaspa.org/
• Scholarly Open Access. The dark side of Gold OA is the recent proliferation of scam publishers seeking to exploit the "author pays" economic model of OA for their own gain. These outlets attempt to lure unsuspecting researchers by spamming them with calls for papers. They often have little or no peer-review process, and simply exist to make money from collecting author's
